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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 1775 State Highway 
Historic Name: Freeman D. & Bathsheba Mayo House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1850 


Source: censuses, vital records, historic maps 
visual assessment 

Style/Form: Greek Revival/end house 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn (connected), 2000s 
shed 

Major Alterations (with dates): 
Barn & connectors added, 2000s 


Condition: good 
Moved: no yes] Date: 
Acreage: 0.67 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. 
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[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Freeman D. & Bathsheba Mayo House, built ca. 1850, is a two-story wood frame single dwelling with a four bay front-gable 
fagade decorated with distinctive Greek Revival-style features: paneled corner pilasters, pronounced friezes along the eave 
lines, a front gable enclosed in a full pediment and an off-center entrance with sidelights recessed within a trabeated architrave. 
Three windows are evenly-spaced across both stories on the north side, and three are contained on both levels on the south sife 
but with a gap in the center where a dividing partition between principal rooms, containing a chimney, is located. A small story- 
and-a-half wing is attached to the rear from which an L-shaped backhouse connects to a large front-gable barn. The large 
building with corner and eave detailing matching the house was not pictured in the 1995 B Form; the barn and its connector are 
recent additions. 


The house and its outbuildings are sited close to the frontage of a half-acre parcel, set back behind a shallow yard with a fenced 
area south of the house and in front of the barn. A driveway enters the south end of the parcel and forms a parking area. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house numbered 1775 State Highway is located on land that once belonged to Samuel Smith (1766-1831) and his wife Lois 
Freeman (1768-1825) who lived at 1705 State Highway (EAS.21) and was built by 1850 for their daughter Bathsheba Smith 
(1802-82) and her husband the farmer Freeman Doane Mayo (1802-88). They were married in 1826 and were enumerated in 
the 1830 census immediately after Samuel Smith. Exactly what house the Mayos occupied at that time is not known; it no longer 
exists, replaced by the imposing two-story house now on the property. Freeman D. Mayo was the son of master mariner 
Matthew Hopkins Mayo (1779-1832), famed for having captured and jailed in Eastham twenty-three British sailors and marines 
during the war of 1812, and his wife Rebecca Doane (1780-1847).' The 1775 State Highway house was owned by descendants 
of Freeman D. and Bathsheba Mayo until 1999. 


Freeman D. Mayo was a grandson of Thomas Mayo (1749-1810), a mariner who died in Havana during a voyage, and his own 
father was lost at sea with his crew on a coastal voyage in 1832. Freeman and Bathsheba Mayo had nine children—Joseph 
Freeman (1827-1900), Matthew H. (1829-54), Louise Smith (1831-1904), Thomas (1832-89), Mary T. (1835-1914), Sarah Smith 
(1837-1912), Clara R. (1839-70), Harriet Atwood (1840-1915), and Catherine R. (1843-1915, called Kate). The Mayos’ three 
sons were all mariners in 1850: Matthew was lost at sea in 1854, Thomas turned to farming by 1870, and Joseph was a master 
mariner for his entire working life. The 1850 census credits Freeman Mayo with $2166 in real property; the agricultural schedules 
for that year list him with farm of thirty-three acres, all but three improved, and $850 in livestock, a high value for an Eastham 
farmer at that time. In 1855 all but one of the eight surviving Mayo children were still at home: Joseph F. married Ellen L. Hall of 
Malden in that year and left Eastham for that town. The 1858 Eastham map attaches the name “F. D. Mayo” to the 1775 State 
Highway house. 


By 1860 Freeman and Bathsheba Mayo were living in the house with only daughters Harriet and Kate and a domestic servant, 
and by 1870 all of the children had left the house; their parents lived in the house with only a German-born farm worker. By then 
Mayo’s real estate was valued at $3180, and he was considered one of the town’s prominent farmers.” In 1880 the couple lived 
with grandson Albion Freeman Rich (1868-1954), born in Detroit and the son of their daughter Clara and her husband Daniel 
Lombard Rich (1872-b6 1877). 


In 1875 Freeman D. Mayo sold half of his house to his unmarried daughter Louisa (unmarried daughter Sarah lived just to the 
south at 1705 State Highway — EAS.21) and whatever she needed “outdoors” to live comfortably there; the deed stated that the 


1 On his 1814 deed see Rev. Enoch Pratt, A Comprehensive History, Ecclesiastical land Civil, of Eastham, Wellfleet and Orleans, County of 
Barnstable, Mass., from 1644 to 1844 (Yarmouth: W. S. Fisher and Co., 1844), 88-92, and “Historical and Genealogical: A Hero of Old 
Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 30 July 1910, 3, which notes that Matthew Hopkins Mayo was called “Hoppy,” a name adopted by the trust that 
later owned this property. 
2 “Eastham Items,” Barnstable Patriot, 24 April 1877, 1. 
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house “is situated in the South part of Eastham is two stories high on the County road.”? Bathsheba Smith Mayo died in April 
1882, and on 10 August that year Freeman Mayo’s siblings deeded to him their interest in the real estate that their mother “was 
entitled to from her father Samuel Smith.” A series of transactions quickly followed. On 18 August 1882 Freeman D. Mayo sold 
the other half of his house and all of his farm “on both side of the County Road” to his daughter Kate’s husband, Stillman P. 
Doane of Providence, along with all of his farming tools and equipment. The deed stipulated that Doane pay taxes on the 
property and reserved to Freeman Mayo the right to occupy and improve the house and farm “as | please.”4 In October Doane 
sold undivided thirds his father-in-law’s property to his wife’s siblings Mary T. Cutler and Joseph F. Mayo and reserved a third for 
his wife and himself.° In 1885 Mary Mayo Cutler and her husband Alexander deeded their share to her brother Joseph, and in 
1887 Doane did the same. Finally, in June 1888 Louise Mayo, then living in Boston, sold the half of her father’s house she had 
acquired in 1875 to her brother Joseph.® 


Joseph F. Mayo and his wife Ellen were living in Brooklyn when his mother died, and they visited his father in Eastham now and 
then before he died. He was, like his great-grandfather Matthew, a mariner of some repute. He worked in both the coastal and 
trans-Atlantic trade and was master of several vessels including the schooner C.S. Bushnell, which at its launch in Fairhaven in 
1863 was the largest three-masted schooner of its time. At some point the schooner was converted to a bark, and Mayo was its 
master while it took part in fruit trade with the Mediterranean. His wife Ellen, who with their son Edwin often accompanied Mayo 
on his voyages, wrote a poem about her husband and the vessel for the Barnstable Patriot in 1882: 


A Wife’s Thoughts. Respectfully Inscribed to the Gallant Captain of the bark C. S. Bushnell, Joseph F. Mayo: 


The many trips that we had had 
Upon this good old Bark, 

The weather fine, and sometimes bad, 
It proved a “Safety Ark.” 

Twelve times I’ve crossed the sea in her 
With him “Il vowed to Love;” 

Full confidence he did confer, 
Inspired from realms above. 


No truer man did ever live, 
“More perfect,” yet astute, 

But no offense would ever give, 

He stood on good repute. 

His word was truth, his motives pure, 
Respected by all men; 

His promise made, it stood secure. 
Though verbal or by pen. 


REMARKS. 
Now Captain Mayo stands quite high 
In every “Foreign Port,” 
His lovely wife with him does vie, 
And grants “a grand pass-poort.” 
The twain are one in each respect 
Against all “Love Crusades,” 
No “Foreign Blood” would there expect 


3 Freeman D. Mayo to Louisa S. Mayo, 13 August 1875, BCD 118:384. 
4 Joseph F. Mayo, Thomas Mayo, Louisa S. Mayo, Sarah Mayo, Mary T. Cutler, Harriet A. Knowles, and Catherine R. Doane, children of 
Bersheba Mayo, to Freeman D. Mayo, 10 August 1882, BCD 141:307; Freeman D. Mayo to Stillman P. Doane, Providence RI, 18 August 
1882, BCD 153:49. 
5 Stillman P. Doane, Providence RI, to Mary T. Cutler, 2 October 1882, BCD 153:51; Stillman P. Doane, Providence RI, to Mary T. Cutler, 2 
October 1882, BCD 153:51. 
8 Alexander and Mary T. Cutler, Malden, to Joseph F. Mayo, 22 September 1885, BCD 165:311; Stillman P. Doane, Providence RI, to Joseph 
F. Mayo, 31 January 1887, BCD 170:550; Louise S. Mayo, Boston, to Joseph F. Mayo, 25 June 1888, BCD 179:522. 
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To make successful raids. 


A “sailor’s heart” is free from stain, 
‘This noble, honest, true: 
Benevolence it does sustain, 
Its dictates will pursue. 
To Christian precepts it holds fast 
In all the walks of life, 
It is a gorgeous repast, 
Thus sanctioned, by “His Wife.”’ 


By 1890, and perhaps as early as 1884, Joseph F. Mayo retired to Eastham with his wife. He was treasurer of the Evergreen 
Cemetery Association in the early 1890s, but he died suddenly at 1775 State Highway in March 1900. His 1896 will left his 
sisters Louisa and Sarah “use of the lower part of my dwelling house in Eastham, from front to rear, together with the use and 
improvement of all the household effects therein for their occupancy only during their natural lives” and left the rest of the house 
and all of his Eastham property to his son Edwin. Sarah in that year sold 1705 State Highway and was boarding nearby, and 
Edwin was a Malden bootmaker and lived in Everett during most of the year. The enumeration order of the 1900 census 
suggests that the 1775 State Highway house was then occupied by Louisa Mayo and her sister’s son Albion F. Rich (shown as 
renting), his wife Ruth, and their infant twin daughters Marion and Clara. Louise Mayo died in Eastham in 1904. In that same 
year Albion Rich bought the former Johan Doane homestead on Nauset Road. 


After the death of Louise Mayo her nephew Edwin probably used 1775 State Highway as a seasonal home. In 1931 he and his 
son Joseph sold the property to his daughter Stella (1886-1972), who had married Chelsea native Herman Eustace Mahoney 
(1888-1978) in 1911. The couple had moved to Eastham by 1917, and Mahoney ran a motion picture projector in an Orleans 
theater. The 1920 census suggests that they were renting 1775 State Highway and living there with their son William, born in 
1913. The 1930 census lists him in a household just after 1705 State Highway as an insurance agent and a real property owner. 
Mahoney works for Metropolitan Life Insurance Company by 1942. 


After Herman Mahoney died in 1978 the property passed to his son William Edward Mahoney (1912-99). In that year the 
property was enmeshed in a bankruptcy proceeding, and both the trustee appointed to the case and Mahoney heirs sold the 
property to Scott R. White in 1999. White and Barbara Knapp placed the property in Hoppy Mayo Nominee Trust in 2002 and 
then transferred title back to Scott White in 2003. White sold it in 2018 to Carol Warner and Deborah Brown, the owners of 
record in 2020.8 
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The 1775 State Highway house is depicted on Lot 1 of this 1975 
subdivision plan (BCP 301:90) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SE. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xc ED 


Criteria Considerations: [|] A [E] B EJIC EJ D [—] E ~J F [1] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Freeman D. & Bathsheba Mayo House, built the Greek Revival style in ca. 18500 appears to be significant 
under National Register Criterion C as a distinguished example of Greek Revival domestic architecture in the 
Town of Eastham. In form, plan and massing, the house embodies distinctive characteristics of the “modern” taste 
of the period with robust elements such as paneled pilasters, a full pediment and a four-bay front fagade with 
decorated doorway. Three connected outbuildings on the rear terminate at a front-gable barn. The property is also 
significant under Criterion A for its association with the Mayo family of mariners who retired to farming in 
Freeman’s generation. Freeman D. Mayo was the son of master mariner Matthew Hopkins Mayo (1779-1832), 
famed for having captured and jailed in Eastham twenty-three British sailors and marines during the war of 1812, 
and his wife Rebecca Doane (1780-1847). He was a grandson of Thomas Mayo (1749-1810), a mariner who died 
in Havana during a voyage, and his own father was lost at sea with his crew on a coastal voyage in 1832. The 
house was owned by descendants of Freeman D. and Bathsheba Mayo until 1999. 
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